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through repeated figurative deaths until he finally attains
the highest goal as Doctor Marianus. As such Faust
utters his prayer to the Virgin Mother:
" Supreme and sovereign Mistress of the world I
In the azure outstretched dome of Heaven
Let me behold thy secret.
The strong and tender motions of man's breast
That with holy passion of love ascend to Thee
Graciously approve.
Unconquerable our courage burns,
Under Thy celestial guidance
Suddenly our passions cool
In Thine assuaging calm.
Oh Virgin, in highest sense most pure,
Oh Mother, worthy of all worship,
Our chosen Queen, equal with the Gods/11
And:
" Gaze upon her saving glance,
All ye frail and penitent,
With grace accept your holy Fate,
For when ye thank, ye prosper.
Better seemeth every wish
To her service given.
Virgin Mother, Sovereign Queen,
Goddess, ever gracious 1"
In this connection, the significant symbol-attributes of the
Virgin in the Litany of Loretto must also be mentioned :
Mater amabilis               Thou beloved Mother
Mater admirabilis             Thou wonderful Mother
Mater boni consilii            Thou Mother of good counsel
Speculum justitiae             Thou Mirror of justice
Sedes sapientise                Thou Seat of wisdom
Causa nostrae laetitiae        Thou Source of our joy
Vas spirituale                   Thou spiritual Vessel
Vas honorabile                 Thou venerable Vessel
Vas insigne devotionis      Thou surpassing Vessel of devotion
Rosa mystica                   Thou mystical Rose
Turns Davidica                Thou Tower of David
Turns eburnea                 Thou Tower of ivory
Domus aurea                   Thou House of gold
Fcederis area                    Thou Ark of the Covenant
Janua coeli                      Thou Gate of Heaven
Stella matutina       .        Thou Star of the morning
(Missal* Romanum)